
 

Double-blind peer review guidelines 
 

When preparing a manuscript for double-blind peer review, check these common places where 
manuscripts and submission files may reveal an author’s identity.  

→ Do not include names or affiliations anywhere in the manuscript or Supplementary 
Information. 

→ When referring to your own work in the manuscript, use neutral terminology. Replace 
phrases like “as we have shown before” with “as has been shown before” or similar. 

→ Remove any author names from the figures. 

→ Include acknowledgements, author information/contributions, and author name order in 
the cover letter, not in the manuscript. This information can be transferred after the 
completion of the peer review process. 

→ Remove any author information from all submitted files’ metadata. This information is often 
added automatically from the identity information on your computer, and can be found in 
“properties” under the “file” menu in word processors and PDF readers. 

→ Include your complete competing interests declaration in your cover letter and NOT in the 
submission system. Instead, in the submission system, provide a minimal statement (either 
“The authors declare the existence of a financial/non-financial competing interest” OR “The 
authors declare no competing interests”), which will be shown to reviewers. For published 
manuscripts, reviewers will be provided the full competing interests declaration at the time 
of acceptance. 

→ Do not add names to any document included with your submission, including the Nature 
Research editorial policy checklist or reporting summary. Replace with “DBPR” and your 
manuscript number, if known. 
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